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It is the OEPA's view that communication between DEWHA, the Wellhead owners
and the State, with respect to proposed monitoring activities associated with the
response within the State could be improved.

The effectiveness, timeliness and certainty of environmental monitoring and
management associated with spill incidents from offshore facilities would be
achieved by requiring a more extensive explanation of spill monitoring within the Oil
Spill Contingency Plan, which is approved under the Offshore Petroleum and
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009.

Any arrangements for environmental monitoring and management associated with
catastrophic failure of offshore facilities should:

• In no way constrain the State's ability to undertake, or to have undertaken,
additional environmental monitoring and management activities it considers
necessary for the protection and management of State assets under its
jurisdiction:

o To evaluate the extent and severity of any impact that may occur.
o To monitor environmental impacts and assess recovery over time.

Provide for the costs of the State's environmental monitoring and management
activities to be fully recoverable.

Any approved environmental monitoring plan should be sufficiently flexible to take
into account variations in weather and sea conditions that may be encountered
during the incident.

3. Terms of Reference: Assess the performance of relevant persons in
carrying out their obligations under the regulatory regime.

The role of Transport WA's OSRCU and associated agencies under the NATPLAN in
the case of the Montara incident has been one of assistance. The WA Government
agencies that are a party to this submission do not have the necessary expertise, or
the statutory authority to determine the effectiveness of each person who has
participated in the response to give response to this question. They can only assess
their own performance and that of the role of the OSRCU as a response unit.

The OSRCU in this instance has responded efficiently and effectively and in
accordance with the IGA in the NATPLAN; however this Unit has limited resources in
the form of appropriately trained personnel which restricts its capability to manage a
sustained operation.

4. Terms of Reference: Review the adequacy and effectiveness of
monitoring and enforcement by regulators of relevant persons, under the
regulatory regime.

The role of Transport WA's OSRCU and associated agencies under the National
Plan in the case of the Montara incident has been one of assistance.
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The shared view of the WA Government agencies that are a party to this submission
is that they do not have either the necessary information or the statutory authority to
determine the effectiveness of the monitoring and enforcement of the regulators
under the regulatory regime.

B. ADEQUACY OF THE RESPONSE

5. Terms of Reference: Assess the adequacy of the response to the
Uncontrolled Release by the current title-holder of AC/L7, the owner and/or
operator of the Montara Wellhead Platform and the owners and/or operator
of the West Atlas drilling rig.

The shared view of the WA Government agencies that are a party to this submission
is that they do not have either the necessary information or the statutory authority to
assess the adequacy of the response to the uncontrolled release by the current title­
holder of AC/L7, the owner and/or operator of the Montara Wellhead platform and
the owners and/or operator of the West Atlas drilling rig.

6. Terms of Reference: Assess the adequacy of regulatory obligations
applicable to the titleholder of AC/L7, the owner and/or operator of the
Montara Wellhead Platform, and the owner and/or operator of the West
Atlas drilling rig in relation to the response to the incident and make any
recommendations necessary to improve the regulatory obligations that
may be applicable to any future incidents.

The WA government agencies party to this submission do not have Statutory
Authority for the approvals surrounding the activities on the Montara Platform and
therefore do not have specific knowledge of the operator's commitments in relation
to the activity.

It is recognised that the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage
Environment Regulations 2009 requires the reporting of incidents to the relevant
Authority, however specific requirements to expedite the response to an oil spill are
unclear. A timeframe for responding to oil spills from petroleum operations should be
given further consideration, together with associated penalties for a breach.

There are a number of concerns with the current regulatory regimes in place
regarding the oil and gas industry in relation to non ship sourced pollution.

In the Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) for the NATPLAN, the oil company
concerned is the initial responder to an incident in accordance with their Emergency
response plans. Should the incident escalate, the IGA makes provision for transfer
of the combat agency role to either the State/NT National Plan agency (if in State
waters) or the AMSA. The transfer protocol does not appear to make provision for
AMOSC, the industry funded response agency, to become the combat agency. WA
is of the opinion that the criteria for transfer of responsibility are very broad and that
they should be reviewed to make explicit mention of a role for AMOSC as a combat
agency.
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In the case of the Montara Wellhead the environmental responses have been
fragmented with all agencies effectively leaving AMSA to respond to the incident.
AMSA responded by activating the NATPLAN, Australia's national plan to combat
ship sourced pollution. This Plan is funded by the shipping industry and it is
questionable as to whether this is the appropriate source for funding a response that
did not originate from the shipping sector.

Where there is a marine pollution incident from a ship, there are a number of
international conventions through the International Maritime Organisation (IMO)
which put into place a series of funds that approximate to $1.4 Billion dollars (US)
which are available for response, clean up and compensation for ship sourced
pollution. As previously mentioned, these conventions operate on the basis of strict
liability. The oil and gas industry regulators have a requirement for insurance to
cover costs associated with a spill as part of the approval/permit process, the extent
of that coverage is unclear.

PTTEP has acted with goodwill and has accepted liability for all costs outlaid by the
Commonwealth for response, recovery and initial and ongoing cleanup and has
issued a written confirmation of their intention to pay. WA has concerns that a less
responsible organisation in a similar incident may not be as cooperative, creating a
potential for the State and the nation to be exposed to substantial costs.

As Fisheries WA manages the Northern Demersal Scale Fishery and the mackerel
fishery (which were likely to be directly affected by the oil spill), it would have been
useful to have direct access to the company to explain the fisheries issues and to
clarify what studies needed to be done and why. The opportunity to do so was not
provided until the 14 October 2009, nearly two months after the spill commenced. At
this meeting it was apparent that the Company did not realise that a significant
amount of fishing was undertaken in the area surrounding the rig and that the area
affected by the spill was a key area of the fishery. Fisheries WA presented the risks
at this time and attempted to work with the DEWHA and PTTEP.

Hierarchical delegation from Commonwealth agencies slowed down the response.
For example DEWHA provided information to the relevant Commonwealth agencies
to pass onto the relevant state agency. In Fisheries WA case, this meant working
through the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA).

Improvements to the response arrangements could include:
• The expansion of the National Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan to include

both short and long term environmental issues, as well as the clean up
requirements.

• State regulators should have direct access to the company from the early
stages of the spill. In Fisheries WA case, this will ensure that the necessary
operational fisheries studies are commenced quickly.

• The establishment of a panel of experts from the State and Commonwealth
agencies as soon as such an event occurs. This will ensure the issue is
handled in a coordinated manner with appropriate experts to maximise
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effectiveness and efficiency. Such a panel could monitor and consider a
generic set of issues similar to DEWHA'S monitoring plan.

Although the regulators had a shared understanding of the issues, the varying
objective of the different agencies led to a divergence of option regarding the
approach to be taken. For example the use of dispersants (by AMSA) in this
situation was opposed by agencies that were charged with protecting natural
resources due to the risks of dispersants on aquatic life (e.g. plankton, larval fish).
Scientists from these agencies believed that although the use of dispersants may be
justified in protecting coastal resources, it was not warranted in the offshore
environment. It was thought that the risks to the environment outweighed the
advantages of using dispersants.

During the incident, WA DEC and DEWHA collaborated on the establishment of an
Oiled Wildlife Centre in Broome and DEC provided officers trained in oiled wildlife
response to assist DEWHA in surveillance operations at Ashmore Reef National
Nature Reserve/Cartier Island Marine Reserve and for a survey of Browse Island.
These arrangements were made on a full cost recovery basis. The WA ESC played
a central role in the coordination of these arrangements. From the perspective of the
coordination/facilitation role played by the WA ESC, co-operation and
professionalism of all parties involved in these arrangements under the
circumstances and tight timeframes is commendable.

While there is room for some improvements to be made, the daily situation reports
were a key piece of information used to inform the WA ESC's evaluation of risk to
State environmental assets that was undertaken on a daily basis throughout the
incident.

C. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

7. Terms of Reference: Assess and report on the environmental impacts
following the Uncontrolled Release using available data and evidence
including the outcomes of the monitoring activities already underway,
review any proposed environmental monitoring plans, and make
recommendations on whether any further measures are warranted to
protect the environment from the consequences of the uncontrolled
release.

As the NATPLAN was activated, its format for monitoring was utilitised.

WA considers that environmental risks in relation to commercial fisheries were not
adequately considered nor documented in the Monitoring Plan. Participation by
appropriate fisheries experts during the development stage of the monitoring plan
would have been beneficial rather than commenting on a plan that had already been
developed. Fisheries WA have been actively involved in research and monitoring in
this area of the Timor Sea for over 15 years.

In addition, since to date most studies have focussed on the impacts of oil and
dispersants on coastal environments (such as mangroves) and on clean-ups in
confined areas, it would be useful to extend these studies to research the impacts of
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oil and dispersants in oceanic areas such as in the north west of WA. Currently
there is no strategic plan for enhancing knowledge of impacts, risks and appropriate
management actions of these spills. This is a big gap given the amount of
exploration and activities in NW WA.

WA considers that the requirement for confidentiality considerably slowed the
monitoring and assessment processes. To produce useful data, many of the required
assessment and monitoring studies needed to be developed, approved and
implemented in a short time frame. This process needs to be streamlined for future
events of this nature.

WA also recommends that a thorough risk assessment of the oil and gas industry be
undertaken immediately to better capture and understand all environmental risks
associated with oil and gas development, including cumulative risk associated with
multiple activities. This should involve State and federal agencies, scientific experts,
and other stakeholders.

WA's view is that these programs should be reported on publicly to maximise
transparency.

In response to an assessment of risk posed to WA environmental assets based on
examination of available information (including daily situation reports detailing the
findings of aerial surveillance, dedicated oil spill trajectory modelling and satellite
imagery) a quantitative baseline hydrocarbon survey of Kimberley islands and
mainland shores was prepared. The survey proposal was submitted to the Company
via DEWHA for consideration under the agreed Plan. The Company made a

. decision not to fund the proposal as presented.

Despite this decision, it was determined that the level of risk warranted a survey
being implemented. A quantitative baseline survey of hydrocarbons in water,
shoreline sediments and intertidal filter feeders (oysters) was conducted in the last
week of October 2009 using State (DEC) funds and with the assistance of Paspaley
Pearling Company. Sampling was conducted from Camden Sound in the south,
north and east along the Kimberley coast and islands through to Cape Londonderry
in the north. A total of sixteen sites on twelve offshore islands and two mainland
shores were surveyed.

Results indicate that at the time samples were taken there were no detectible
petroleum hydrocarbons present in any samples of water or shoreline sediments.
Data from samples of intertidal filter feeders are still being interpreted and, although
this is still being confirmed, the results suggest that no petroleum hydrocarbons were
present.

Analysis of samples of seawater from a visible surface sheen taken near Browse
Island on 14 November 2009 (a WA Nature Reserve) returned traces of Montara
crude oil, albeit not in recoverable quantities and of doubtful time of origin. OEPA
has been advised that a follow-up shore line assessment survey planned for mid
December 2009 has been postponed until mid January 2010. OEPA has provided
detailed technical advice in relation to sampling design and preferred methodology to
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maximize compatibility of data with the State-funded survey conducted in October
2009.

The WA ESC made repeated requests via Transport WA for a sample of
oil/weathered oil and other information about the environmental toxicity (including
toxicity at various stages of weathering) and fate of spilt oil to help inform
preparedness and response planning. As the oil sample and other relevant
information has not been received to date no informed comment can be made in
relation to environmental aspects of the spill relating to toxicity or physical
characteristics of weathered oil.

With respect to issues of dealing with oil affected wildlife, DEC makes the following
comments:

• Currently, there are two Oiled Wildlife Response Kits within WA for
responding to incidents such as this, one of which is based in Perth and the
other at Karratha. DEC upgraded the two response kits at a cost of $20,000
so that the staff responding to the incident would be resourced with all the
equipment necessary to meet their requirements.

• The DEC Wildlife Unit was put in place soon after the Montara incident began
and was on standby throughout the duration of the incident to coordinate the
receival and treatment of oiled wildlife. DEC, in collaboration with DEWHA,
established an Oiled Wildlife Centre in Broome shortly after the start of the
incident and subsequently transferred the Karratha based Oiled Wildlife
Response Kit to Broome to meet the needs of the Oiled Wildlife Centre that
had been set up there, while the second kit was held in reserve at Perth.

• In response to a request from DEWHA, DEC also provided officers trained in
oiled wildlife response to conduct surveillance patrols at Ashmore Reef.
These arrangements were made on a full cost recovery basis. The WA ESC
played a central role in the coordination of these arrangements. From the
perspective of the coordination/facilitation role played by the WA ESC, co­
operation and professionalism of all parties involved in these arrangements
under the circumstances and tight timeframes were commendable.

• It appears that despite the lengthy duration of the Montara incident, there was
a minimal impact on vertebrate fauna with approximately 27 oiled seabirds
comprising a number of different species being picked up and treated by DEC
staff while on station at Ashmore Reef National Nature Reserve/Cartier Island
Marine Reserve or transported to Darwin and placed in veterinary care.

• While the oil spill incident occurred in waters under Commonwealth
jurisdiction, DEC's involvement came about as a response to a
Commonwealth request for assistance. As the oil spill continued, it also
became apparent that the slick had the capacity to impact on State waters
and assets. This in fact occurred during the latter stages of the incident when
evidence of petroleum pollution was found in State waters adjacent to the
Browse Island Nature Reserve by a DEC observer.
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D. THE OFFSHORE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY'S RESPONSE

8. Terms of Reference: Consider and comment on the offshore petroleum
industry's response to the Uncontrolled Release.

There appears to be no statutory provision for the industry to respond to non ship
sourced pollution other than that previously mentioned.

Industry's response was conducted through AMOSC who worked closely with AMSA
in providing personnel and resources to support the clean up; an arrangement that
proved efficient and effective. However, it is appropriate to review the location,
amount and accessibility of response equipment to reduce costs and response
times. This submission has made comments earlier on the potential for delays in
deployment due to distance and infrastructure problems. This is of particular
importance given the substantial increase in activity in NW WA.

E. PROVISION AND ACCESSIBILITY OF INFORMATION

9. Terms of Reference: Consider and comment on the provrsron and
accessibility of relevant information regarding the Uncontrolled Release to
affected Stakeholders and the public.

WA agencies have acted in an assisting capacity in this incident and as such were
not the lead for media relations. However, it is the collective view that a more
collegiate approach to relaying information in relation to this incident to the general
public would have been more effective than the response mechanisms that were
used. This approach would have minimised the opportunity for the media to
sensationalise the incident and ensure the timeliness of information released. For
example, the oil recovery operations recovered and recycled in excess of 800,000
litres of oil from the surface of the sea; this activity was not well publicised.

Although Situation Reports were supplied daily and outlined the key operational
aspects of the response, these did not always contain sufficient or appropriate
information for stakeholders to understand the current level of threat to State
environmental assets posed by the spill. Furthermore, there was no clear
mechanism for the State to input the extensive experience and contemporary
knowledge relating to the Kimberley environment that resides with the State
Government to inform response planning. As such, it could be argued that there was
a body of relevant environmental information that could have been better utilised by
industry and the Commonwealth Government during this incident.

An improvement to stakeholder communications arrangements for future incidents
would be to provide a mechanism for the relevant State agencies and stakeholders
to have more direct involvement/input into the environmental aspects of incident
response, via the ESC, where this relates to protection of State environmental
assets.
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10. Terms of Reference: Make recommendations to the Minister for Resources
and Energy, and through the Minister for Resources and Energy, other
relevant Commonwealth Ministers, regulators and industry, as appropriate,
on any measures that might help to prevent similar incidents occurring in
the future and any measures that might mitigate the safety, environmental,
and resource impacts arising from such an incident. Measures may include
improvements to industry practices or applicable regulatory regimes and
their administration.

As previously discussed in Terms of Reference 2, WA relies on a comprehensive
legislative framework, appropriate regulatory procedures and practices, regular
engagement with operators, and, adequate resourcing and expertise in order to
efficiently and effectively regulate the upstream petroleum industry. It is WA's view
that the current legislative and regulatory regime is adequate to minimise the risk of
such an incident as Montara occurring. However, it is recognised that there is a need
for continual improvement and DMP is currently working to strengthen the existing
Joint Authority/Designated Authority arrangements rather than move towards
Commonwealth government administration. In addition, there is a need to clarify the
division of responsibilities and develop protocols for interactions with other
government agencies particularly with respect to incident response arrangements.

F. OTHER MATTERS

11. Terms of Reference: Consider, assess and make recommendations in
relation to any other matters the Commission of Inquiry considers
relevant to or arising from the Uncontrolled Release and the prevention of
similar events occurring in the future.

WA State government agencies are unable to comment on causation since they
have not been advised of the causative, regulatory or operational circumstances
surrounding the matter. Specific aspects of WA petroleum operations and regulatory
practice would be best provided by direct contact with the Inquiry Team. However, in
relation to the pollution response the following comments are provided:

• In cases where pollution is caused by vessels, the shipping industry has a
worldwide regime to combat these spills. In Australia, under the Protection of
the Sea Levy, a charge is levied against ships based on the principle that the
polluter pays. This is applied to vessels which are more than 24 metres in
length and carry more that 10 tonnes of oil in bulk as fuel cargo. The levy is
used to fund the NATPLAN to Combat Pollution of the Sea by Oil and other
Noxious and Hazardous Substances and also supports National Maritime
Emergency Response Division (NMERA).

• A similar levy to that used for the shipping industry may be appropriate to
cover cleanup costs from spills sourced from the offshore petroleum industry.

• As previously stated, compensation for pollution damage caused by spills
from oil tankers is governed by an international regime through a series of
conventions under the auspices of the International Maritime Organization
(IMO). A feature of this regime is that it operates under the principle of "strict
liability"; the shipowner is also able to limit liability, currently at a maximum
$A170m.
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Under the National oil spill contingency plan there is an informal protocol
arrangement endorsed by the Environmental Assessors Forum and the National
Plan Operations Group to set out the process for transferring combat agency
responsibility following a pollution event from an offshore petroleum operation.

However this protocol does not:

• Apply to the normal provision of assistance or advice where combat agency
responsibility does not change.

• Have any funding implications.
• Affect the formal National Plan arrangements in respect of such matters.
• Have any legal enforcement.

In the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act there is a requirement
for petroleum permit holders to have insurance. Section 571 of the Act outlines
insurance requirements and stipulates that as directed by the Designated Authority,
a company must maintain insurance against the expenses of clean-up or other
remediation of the effects of a spill. It is understood that under the current legislative
regime, including the OPGGSA, requirements under the activity specific Environment
Plan and Oil Spill Contingency Plan and civil liability the titleholder is responsible for
all expenses associated with the clean-up and recovery of an oil spill from their
activity.

WA has highlighted the need for clarification of the various roles of the regulatory
authorities in these circumstances. Some examples are:

In regards to confidentiality:

• It is unclear of why the details of the proposed studies were kept confidential.
This prevented a wide range of expertise being used in the planning stage.

• Fisheries WA would have liked to engage with Western Australian Fishing
Industry Council and the fishermen who fish within this area to effectively use
their knowledge and experience to inform decisions.

The confidentiality provisions should be reviewed.

In regards to monitoring studies:

• The Wellhead owner and DEWHA designed the format of the monitoring
studies and agencies were restricted to commenting on these proposed
studies.

• Fisheries WA considers that rather than numerous individual studies been it
may have been more effective if several large-scale collaborative studies
been undertaken. Environmental issues are more effectively studied on a
broad scale, holistic basis. For example the long-term effects on fish will
depend on whether the habitat has been impacted or whether prey (or
predator) species have been affected. Expertise to determine this lies within
other agencies (e.g. Australian Institute of Marine Science). However, affect
on habitat is considered in the "Offshore Banks Assessment Survey".
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Fisheries WA suggests that this study be extended into the NOSF and the
resulting data made available to scientists undertaking fisheries studies to
underpin future management frameworks.

• The Wellhead owner currently determines which studies are undertaken, and
may (and have) vetoed the advice of experts in the relevant field. This
arrangement may require review in order to ensure relevant studies are
implemented.

• The triggers for the studies were based on the EPBC Act Policy Statement,
'Significant Impact Guidelines' (2006) and relate to actions that are likely to
have a significant impact on a vulnerable species. These guidelines are not
suited to commercial fisheries so studies.

In regards to knowledge within the States:

Western Australian State agencies such as Fisheries WA, DEC and the Australian
Institute for Marine Science have undertaken research in this area for over a decade.
It may have been more appropriate for these agencies to take the lead in designing
the scientific studies.

The OPA has raised the concern that the opportunity could have been taken during
the course of the incident response to draw from a wider pool of resources to provide
experience for more personnel in responding to these incidents. OPA has put a lot
of effort into oil spill preparedness in terms of training and exercises and
engagement in incidents of this type enhances the states ability to respond.

It is the Fisheries WA view that the Wellhead owners/operators may not have
adequately considered all risks associated with their activities. It would be more
beneficial for the Government regulators with the appropriate expertise to undertake
the risk assessment of any future developments. Other improvements could include
the uploading of the complete environmental plans (rather than just the summaries)
on websites to allow better and broader scrutiny of proposed developments.

With respect to the roles and responsibilities of the States and the Commonwealth,
WA considers that it would be beneficial to review and clarify the roles of each of the
agencies to maximise the effectiveness and efficiency of the response. Furthermore,
the experience of the uncontrolled hydrocarbon release from the Montara Wellhead
would indicate that the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 (EPBC Act) does not appear to provide sufficient protection for fish species that
are not endangered or vulnerable, i.e. those that are commercially fished. The
fishery resources in the area around the spill are under management by the
Fisheries WA and considered fully-exploited. Any additional impact (e.g. oil spill)
could increase the risks to sustainability beyond management levels. This needs to
be taken into account in future events.

FESA received situation reports daily. However, regular more formal briefings to
WESTPLAN stakeholders to assist agency preplanning would improve preparedness
and, if necessary, any response. Lack of clarity between Commonwealth (AMSA)
and Transport WA) jurisdiction/responsibility may be the cause of the lack of formal
briefings.
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The HMA (clarity issue as detailed above) needs to take a more
prominent/leadership/management role, with a greater public profile, to engage the
community/media and provide timely and quality information. It appeared there was
no considered approach by the HMA to engage the community, leaving the void to
be filled by the company and environmental groups.
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